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‘862 women subjected to
violence in five months’

By our correspondent
Karachi

Al least 862 women were sub-
jected to violence in T12 inei-
dents from July 2010 to De-
cember 2010 in  Sindh,
according to a report released
by the Aurat Foundation at the
Karachi Press Club on Mon-
day.

Around 159 women were
murdered, 137 women and
men were killed in the name of
honor, 108 women were kid-
napped, 99 became victims of
domestic violence, 66 were
sexually abused while 61
women committed suicide dur-
ing this period.

The report revealed that
around 27 women were at-
templed to, murder, 105 be-
came victims of custodial vio-
lence, 30 attempted suicides,
10 received violent thireats,
and 34 became victims of
| Vanni and customary practices,

The report stated that FIR
was registered In 341 cases,
whereas in 323 cases [ could
not be lodged. On the other
hand, the status of the FIR
could not be ascertained in 51
incidents.

The data stated thal the
motive behind the murder in-
cidents was mainly domestic
conflicts, followed by robibery,
marriage disputes and others.
Meanwhile, the motive behind
honor killing was allegations
of illicit relations (ollowed by
[ree will marriage, old enmity
and domestic violence. Ac-
cording to the data, most of
the accused were said to be
the male members of the vie-
tim family such as the hus-

.

band, brother, cousins and
others.

The report further stated
that 24 jirgas were held on
women-related issues in which
eight women were given as
compensation Lo settle the
tribal conflicts or free will
marriage issies,

Speaking on the occasion,
Mahnaz Rahman, the resident
director of Aural Foundation,
expressed concern over the
rising incidents of honar
killings and said that the gov-
ernment should take notice of
it.

Another representative,
Shireen Aijaz said that the data

is based upon cases which
were reported in Lthe print
media and feared that the ac-
tual number of cases of vio-
lence against women were
high as many of them were not
reported.

Speaking on the issue of
Saira Jatol and Ismail Soomro,
a couple who was declared
Karo-Kari in 2008, she said,
“Our organization never
promised that we would send
them abroad. Since, they were
getting serious threats, there-
fore we made every efforl Lo
help them get immigration of
various countries, but all our
elforts ended up in vain.”

Ghe said that despite the
fact that the Aurat Foundation
had given them a place in
Sindh and paid for their remt
and other expenses, Saira
Jatoi and her hushand were
only interested In going
abroad. She added that afier
the case of Shaista Almani,
people started thinking that
the organization will send
them abroad, but they should
realize that NGOs do nol have
80 MEANY Tesourees.

Marvi Rashidi, & parliamen-
tarian from PML-F, urged the
government to implement the
women-related laws, which
wore passed earlier



