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Post-election report launch

Women's participation stressed

33% seats for women
demanded in
upcoming LG polls
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Despite bleak security condi-
tions that prevailed during
the recent general elections,
women voters surprisingly
came out in almost the
same numbers as their male
counterparts.

With the hope of witness-
ing the same turnout at
the local level, the National
Commission for the Status
of Women (NCSW), Cender
Concerns International and
women rights activists de-
manded an amendment to
ensure 33 per cent seats are
reserved for women in the

upcoming local government
elections.

Addressing a small gather-
ing of participants at a con-
sultative meeting, “Cender
Election Monitoring: Post-
Elections” on Thursday,
NCSW Chairperson Khawar
Mumtaz said lessons learnt
from the general elections
must be taken into consider-
ation for the upcoming local
government electoral process.

Women represented 43.6
per cent of registered voters
in the 2013 general elections,
amounting to 37.6 million,
compared to 48.6 million
male voters.

Mumtaz demanded that all
provinces ensure 33 per cent
seats for women. “LC elec-
tions are a setback for women
as the number of seats has

been reduced in each prov-
ince,” she said.

Cender Concerns
International, a interna-
tional women'’s development
organisation, monitored the
2013 elections from a gender
perspective. In collaboration
with the Aurat Foundation,
an NCO, the final report
launched today consists of
recommendations and sug-
gestions for the political lead-
ership as well as the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). The report has been
compiled with recommenda-
tions from 120 observers who
observed 555 polling stations
across Pakistan.

“Confidentiality and secrecy
were missing due to lack of
confidence as women would
step in polling booths with

friends,” said Myra Imran, an
election observer, “I also wit-
nessed some women tearing
their vote before they even
casted it. Lack of voter educa-
tion was evident,” she added.

She said ECP must consider
developing an electronic sys-
tem for better data manage-
ment. Moreover, if female
voter turnout in any constitu-
ency is less than 10 per cent
then polling must be consid-
ered void, she added.

Farkhanda Aurangzeb of
the Aurat Foundation said
party manifestos and the
policy of ticket distribution
must be made more gender
balanced.

Where the ECP is an all boys
club, women must be allotted
seats in ECP at decision-mak-
ing levels, she added.



